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EU General Data Protection Regulation 
(GDPR) 

• Enacted in May 2016 
 
• Will be implemented on  

25 May 2018  
 

• Will replace 1995 EC Data 
Protection Directive 
(95/46/EC)   
 

• Harmonises data protection 
laws across EU member states 
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PDPO – GDPR  
Comparative Study  

Background 

• Keep abreast with overseas’ privacy law developments 
• Assess GDPR’s impact on businesses (in particular multi-national 

organisations) and to issue guidelines to data users, if necessary 
• Harmonise legal framework to facilitate free flow of information 

and commercial activities 
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PDPO – GDPR  
Comparative Study  

Major differences identified by PCPD 

1. Extra-Territorial Application 2. Accountability 

3. Mandatory Breach Notification 4. Sensitive Personal Data 

5. Consent 6. Data Processors’ Obligations 

7. New and Enhanced Rights 8. Certification 

9. Sanctions 



8 

GDPR’s 
Influence on 

Regulator 

Mandatory 
Breach 

Notification? 

Sanctions? 

Data Processors’ 
Obligations? 

Influences of GDPR 

All Hong Kong data users would 
be affected by changes 

implemented in Hong Kong 

e.g. 



Mandatory Breach Notification 

9 



Sanctions 
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Conclusion 

• The EU’s GDPR is envisaged to bring significant impact on non-EU 
businesses due to its extra-territoriality, especially multinational 
companies (note: sanctions) 
 

• Businesses should ensure that they are GDPR-ready 
 
• Businesses should start to review their internal privacy policies 

and controls and identify gaps in GDPR compliance 
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Contact Us 

 Hotline 2827 2827 

 Fax               2877 7026 

 Website      www.pcpd.org.hk 

 E-mail          enquiry@pcpd.org.hk 

 Address       12/F, Sunlight Tower, 248  
                     Queen’s Road East,     
                     Wanchai, HK  

 

Copyright 

 

This PowerPoint is licensed under a Creative Commons Attribution 4.0 International (CC BY 4.0) licence.  In essence, you are free to share 

and adapt this PowerPoint, as long as you attribute the work to the Office of the Privacy Commissioner for Personal Data, Hong Kong.   

For details, please visit creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0. 
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